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Truth and Fiction in Tim O'Brien's "The things they carried" Larissa P ltl 2016-09-05 Seminar paper from the year
2011 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,7, University of Mannheim (Anglistisches Seminar), course:
In Times of Crisis. Representations of War in American Literature and Film from the Civil War to Iraq, language:
English, abstract: In the book "The things they carried" by Tim O'Brien the narrator says that a good war story is never
true. He admits that nearly everything in the book is made up, after saying that it is true before. However, the reader
learns that not until the 7th chapter, in which O'Brien, the narrator, tells the reader that everything up to now has been
invented. Similarly, he leaves open if some things are true or not. Even the narrator, who is named like the author
himself, is made up and has no or little similarity to the author, e.g the author O'Brien does not have a daughter,
whereas the narrator O'Brien does. Reading "The things they carried", a question keeps coming up again and again:
Why does he do that? Why does Tim O'Brien, the narrator, constantly tell the reader that everything is made up? It
does not make any sense. The reader just gets confused. In addition to this question, I found myself wondering if there
was a clear difference between truth and fiction in the book, namely if you could say this is true and this is untrue and
this is certain and this is uncertain. And if yes, was it O'Brien's intention to draw this clear line, or did it just happen by
accident? Of course, one cannot know everything for certain and no one can look into O'Brien's brain, but you can
make assumptions based on the knowledge you have. In my paper I will focus mainly on the aspect why the principle
of truth and fiction is used in The things the carried and which effects come out of that. I think this is very interesting,
because, in my opinion, this is the main aspect of the whole book. Someone who reads it will not be able to stop
themselves from asking questions in their head. The main process while reading is that you just keep asking yourself
these questions again and again and you cannot find any answer to them. My goal, however, is not to find any answers,
but to try to explain this aspect truth and fiction as a whole and to examine what it might contribute to describe the
Vietnam war.
The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries 2019-04-08 Unlock the more
straightforward side of The Things They Carried with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging
summary presents an analysis of The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, a series of interconnected short stories set
during the Vietnam War. O’Brien was drafted to fight in Vietnam when he was in his early 20s, and he has written
extensively about the conflict in both fiction and nonfiction pieces. In The Things They Carried, he tries to make sense
of his and his comrades’ experiences during the war, which have an enduring effect on them and are never fully
understood by those at home. As well as The Things They Carried, O’Brien is known for his novel Going After
Cacciato and the autobiographical account If I Die in a Combat Zone, Box Me Up and Ship Me Home. Find out
everything you need to know about The Things They Carried in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: A complete plot summary Character studies Key themes and symbols Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are
designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a
whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien 2009-10-13 A classic work of American literature that has not stopped
changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking
meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts
the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and
the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of fortythree. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become
required reading for any American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and
peace, courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre
Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Critics Circle Award.
Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried Harold Bloom 2011 Presents a collection of critical essays that discuss the
characters, themes, and plots of the composite novel.
Truth and Fiction in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" Larissa P ltl 2016-09-14 Seminar paper from the
year 2011 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,7, University of Mannheim (Anglistisches Seminar),
course: In Times of Crisis. Representations of War in American Literature and Film from the Civil War to Iraq,
language: English, abstract: In the book "The things they carried" by Tim O'Brien the narrator says that a good war
story is never true. He admits that nearly everything in the book is made up, after saying that it is true before. However,
the reader learns that not until the 7th chapter, in which O'Brien, the narrator, tells the reader that everything up to now
has been invented. Similarly, he leaves open if some things are true or not. Even the narrator, who is named like the
author himself, is made up and has no or little similarity to the author, e.g the author O'Brien does not have a daughter,
whereas the narrator O'Brien does. Reading "The things they carried," a question keeps coming up again and again:
Why does he do that? Why does Tim O'Brien, the narrator, constantly tell the reader that everything is made up? It
does not make any sense. The reader just gets confused. In addition to this question, I found myself wondering if there
was a clear difference between truth and fiction in the book, namely if you could say this is true and this is untrue and
this is certain and this is uncertain. And if yes, was it O'Brien's intention to draw this clear line, or did it just happen by
accident? Of course, one cannot know everything for certain and no one can look into O'Brien's brain, but you can
make assumptions based on the knowledge you have. In my paper I will focus mainly on the aspect why the principle
of truth and fiction is used in The things the carried and which effects come out of that. I think this is very interesting,
because, in my opinion, this is the main aspect of the whole book. Someone who reads it will not be able to stop
themselves from asking questions in their head. The main process while reading
The Things They Carried Tim O’Brien 2015-09-24 The million-copy bestseller, which is a ground-breaking
meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling.
The Vietnam Primer David H. Hackworth 2003
Tim O'Brien Patrick A. Smith 2005 Critiques such novels as "Northern Lights," "The Nuclear Age," and "In the Lake
of the Woods," while providing biographical information about the author.
The Nuclear Age Tim O'Brien 2013-03-13 Going After Cacciato (winner of the National Book Award in 1979) was
widely acclaimed as one of the most powerful and emotionally vivid novels about Vietnam. Now, writing with the same
sharp, richly expressive language, the same edgy dark humor and complete honesty, and the same rawness of nerve and
energy, Tim O’Brien gives us an equally powerful novel about growing up as a child of anxiety—the big anxiety, the
one that’s been with us since the fifties, when we finally realized that Einstein’s theories translated into Russian.
It’s 1995 and William Cowling is digging a hole in his backyard. He is forty-nine, and after years and years of pent-up
terror he has finally found the courage of a fighting man. And so a hole. A hold that he hopes will one day be large
enough to swallow up his almost fifty years’ worth of fear. A hole that causes his twelve-year-old daughter to call him
a “nutto,” and his wife to stop speaking to him. A hole that William will not stop digging and out of which rise
scenes of his past to play themselves out in his memory. The scenes take him back to his quietly peculiar adolescence
(No. 2 pencils had a surprising significance), to his college days, down into the underground, and up through several
stabs at “normal” adulthood . . . they take him from Montana to Florida, from Cuba to California, from Kansas to
New York to Germany and back to Montana as he makes him way through an often mystifying—but just as often
hilarious —labyrinth of fears and desires, obsessions and obligations, blessed madness and less-than-blessed sobriety . .
. they take him into the lives of a shrink who’s a whiz a role reversal and of a dizzying eccentric cheerleader; of radical

misfits and misfit radicals; of an ethereal stewardess (the traveling man’s dream); and two guerilla commandos who
mix shtick and nightmare in their tactical brew. And each scene is a reminder of the unbargained-for-terror that has
guided him to the bottom of his hole. For this digging is his final act of “prudence and sanity”—he’s taking
control, getting there first, robbing his fears of their power to destroy . . . or so he believes. But is this act really sane? Is
his daughter’s estimation of his emotional well-being (“pretty buggo, too”) the only truly sane statement being
made? Is sanity even the issue? In the dazzling final scenes, William turns from the hole—from his past and from his
future 0 to himself, digging deeper and deeper to find his answers. The Nuclear Age is pyrotechnically funny and
moving, courageous and irreverent. It takes on our supreme unacknowledged terror (whose reality we both refuse to
accept and all too easily accommodate ourselves to), finds it lunatic core, and shapes it into a story that speaks of, and
to, an entire age: our own, our nuclear age. It is an extraordinary novel.
Tomcat in Love Tim O'Brien 2011-09-14 A CLASSIC FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING
AUTHOR OF THE THINGS THEY CARRIED In this wildly funny, brilliantly inventive novel, Tim O'Brien has
created the ultimate character for our times. Thomas Chippering, a 6'6" professor of linguistics, is a man torn between
two obsessions: the desperate need to win back his former wife, the faithless Lorna Sue, and a craving to test his erotic
charms on every woman he meets. But there are complications, including Lorna Sue's brother, Herbie, with whom she
has an all-too-close relationship, and the considerable charms of Chippering's new love, the attractive, and of course
already married, Mrs. Robert Kooshof, who may at last satisfy Chippering's longing for intimacy. In Tomcat in Love,
Tim O'Brien takes on the battle of the sexes with astonishing results. By turns hilarious, outrageous, romantic, and
deeply moving, this is one of the most talked about novels in years: a novel for this and every age.
A History of ALA Policy on Intellectual Freedom Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) 2015-07-01 Collecting
several key documents and policy statements, this supplement to the ninth edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual
traces a history of ALA’s commitment to fighting censorship. An introductory essay by Judith Krug and Candace
Morgan, updated by OIF Director Barbara Jones, sketches out an overview of ALA policy on intellectual freedom. An
important resource, this volume includes documents which discuss such foundational issues as The Library Bill of
RightsProtecting the freedom to readALA’s Code of EthicsHow to respond to challenges and concerns about library
resourcesMinors and internet activityMeeting rooms, bulletin boards, and exhibitsCopyrightPrivacy, including the
retention of library usage records
The Things They Carried Teacher Guide Novel Units, Inc. Staff 2003 Provides background information, discussion
questions, vocabulary, and activities for teaching Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" in high school.
The Norton Book of Modern War Paul Fussell 1991 The prose and poetry of Hemingway, Mailer, and other literary
figures combine with letters, diaries, and oral history to capture moments on the battlefields of this century, as changes
in military technology changed the psyches of soldiers
The Joy of the Gospel Pope Francis 2014-10-07 The perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed hardcover
edition of The Joy of the Gospel with a foreword by Robert Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ. “The joy of
the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus… In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian
faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the
Church’s journey in years to come.” – Pope Francis This special edition of Pope Francis's popular message of
hope explores themes that are important for believers in the 21st century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and
what can be done to overcome those hurdles, he emphasizes the importance of service to God and all his creation.
Advocating for “the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the elderly who are increasingly isolated
and abandoned,” the Holy Father shows us how to respond to poverty and current economic challenges that affect us
locally and globally. Ultimately, Pope Francis demonstrates how to develop a more personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, “to recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in events great and small.” Profound in its insight, yet warm and
accessible in its tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a call to action to live a life motivated by divine love and, in turn, to
experience heaven on earth. Includes a foreword by Robert Barron, author of Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of
the Faith and James Martin, SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage
Novel Without a Name Thu H
ng D
ng 1995 This is the powerful, deeply personal story of Vietnam's war
against Americans as lived from the inside by North Vietnamese soldiers and villagers on the front lines. Vietnamese
dissident Duong Thu Huong bears personal witness to the horror and spiritual weariness of ten years of war that
claimed millions of Vietnamese lives.

Imaginative Qualities of Actual Things Gilbert Sorrentino 2007 "Gilbert Sorrentino's third novel is about the New
York artistic and literary world of the 1950s and '60s, specifically the artists, writers, hangers-on, and the phonies who
populated that world. In a prose that is ruthless as well as possessed of an enormous comic verve, the dedicated, the
stupid, the rapacious, and the foolish are dissected. Eight major characters, many of whom reappear in Sorrentino's
later novels, are employed to allow the reader a variety of views of the same world. Told in the weary voice of a cynical
and sardonic narrator, the novel is crammed with fantastic characters, incidents, and episodes, and moves from wit and
satire through elegiac brooding, to bitter invective. It is a superb re-creation of a real time and place."--Publisher
description.
75 Hard Andy Frisella 2020-04 Do you lack confidence, grit, endurance, fortitude, self-esteem and all the other
things that don't just make someone great, but successful in everything they do?What if you could completely
transform yourself into someone who could do anything? I'm not talking about the change that happens for a week or
a month or a year...but for your whole life? What would that legitimately and realistically be worth to you?Everybody
tries to tell themselves that they are "special" or "great"...but it's just talk. It's not reality.This book tells you how to do
that. It doesn't cost anything to execute this program...but it ain't free.I guarantee if you do exactly as I tell you to do it
with no compromises and zero substitutions...you and your life will never be the same.-Andy Frisella
A Study Guide for Tim O'Brien's Things They Carried Cengage Learning Gale 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Tim
O'B "rien's Things They Carried," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students.This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
Dad's Maybe Book Tim O'Brien 2019 In 2003, as an older father, O'Brien resolved to give his young sons what he
wished his own father had given to him: a few scraps of paper signed "Love, Dad." Maybe a word of advice. Maybe a
sentence or two about some long-ago Christmas Eve. Maybe some scattered glimpses of their aging father, a man they
might never really know. In this book, O'Brien moves from soccer games to warfare to risqué lullabies, from
alcoholism to magic shows to history lessons to bittersweet bedtime stories, but always returning to a father's soulsaving love for his sons. -- adapted from jacket
The Art of Time in Memoir Sven Birkerts 2008 In The Art of Time in Memoir, critic, editor, and memoirist Sven
Birkerts examines the human impulse to write about the self. "Memoir is, for better and often for worse, the genre of
our times," Birkerts writes. But what makes one memoir memorable and another self-serving? What determines the
difference between graceful disclosure and sensational self-exposure? Birkerts argues that the memoirist's strategies for
presenting the subjective experience of time reveal the power and resonance of the writer's life. By examining memoirs
such as Vladimir Nabokov's Speak, Memory, Virginia Woolf's unfinished A Sketch of the Past, and Mary Karr's The
Liars' Club, Birkerts describes the memoirist's essential art of assembling patterns of meaning, how the work stirs to life
our own sense of past and present."--BOOK JACKET.
War in Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried Gary Wiener 2011-06-13 This did not happen is a common refrain
throughout the stories in The Things They Carried. Tim O'Brien's account of the Vietnam War purposely blurs the
line between fact and fiction to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced. This compelling volume
explores the life of Tim O'Brien and his attempts to wrestle with the trauma and shame of war in The Things They
Carried. A collection of related essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of war, writing as a path to spiritual
redemption, and the novel's portrayal of gender. Contemporary perspectives on war, such as the need to help soldiers
suffering from PTSD and not repeating the mistakes of Vietnam, are also presented.
Brewster: A Novel Mark Slouka 2014-05-05 Still reeling from the death of his older brother, a sixteen-year-old track
star befriends a street-fighting rebel and together they search for redemption amidst the social changes of 1968.
The Enemy Pearl S. Buck 1986 During World War II, Dr. Sadao Hoki, a Japanese surgeon, discovers an escaped
American prisoner of war who needs an operation to survive
CliffsNotes on O'Brien's The Things They Carried Jill Colella 2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer
expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest
generation of titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format.
In CliffsNotes on The Things They Carried, you discover Tim O'Brien's powerful and innovative novel about the
experiences of foot soldiers during and after the Vietnam War. Drawing largely on his own experiences during the war,
the author creates a fictional protagonist who shares the author's own name, and allows this fictional "Tim O'Brien" to

relate disturbing war stories as he creates an indictment against the wastefulness of war. Chapter summaries and
commentaries take you through Tim O'Brien's very personal journey. Critical essays give you insight into the novel's
historical context, the novel's narrative structure, and the theme of loss of innocence. Other features that help you
study include Character analyses of the main characters A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships
among the characters A section on the life and background of Tim O'Brien A review section that tests your knowledge
A Resource Center full of books, articles, films, and Internet sites Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll
understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
Understanding Tim O'Brien Steven Kaplan 1995 A comprehensive review of the most important writer to emerge
from the Vietnam War.
Tim O'Brien in the Classroom Barry Gilmore 2007 As part of the NCTE High School Literature Series, Tim O'Brien
in the Classroom focuses on opportunities for classroom discussion and writing assignments, including lessons, openended prompts, and student writing samples.
The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien 1998
An Imaginative Woman Thomas Hardy 2020-12-08 This is a short story written by Thomas Hardy was published in
Wessex. This tells of a woman, a wife and a mother who aspires to be a poet and who falls in love with a male poet she
never meets. As a Victorian realist in the tradition of George Eliot, Thomas Hardy was influenced both in his novels
and in his poetry by Romanticism. He was highly critical of much in Victorian society, though Hardy focused more on
a declining rural society.
Kirkpatrick's Four Levels of Training Evaluation James D. Kirkpatrick 2016-10-01
Getting to the Core of Literacy for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects, Grades 6–12 Vicky
Giouroukakis 2013-05-06 Literacy—it’s not just for English teachers anymore! The new Common Core English
Language Arts Standards aren’t just for English teachers. Fluent reading and writing are critically important to the
study of history/social studies, science, and technical subjects, too. In this practical resource, you’ll use teacher-tested,
CCSS-based lessons as models—and follow the principles of the Backward Design approach to curriculum
development to set and meet your goals. Each lesson template includes The teaching strategies you’ll utilize Ways to
incorporate technology and media Variations for differentiation and interdisciplinary connections Links to the work of
major educational theorists
If I Die in a Combat Zone Tim O'Brien 2011-08-24 A classic from the New York Times bestselling author of The
Things They Carried "One of the best, most disturbing, and most powerful books about the shame that was / is
Vietnam." —Minneapolis Star and Tribune Before writing his award-winning Going After Cacciato, Tim O'Brien gave
us this intensely personal account of his year as a foot soldier in Vietnam. The author takes us with him to experience
combat from behind an infantryman's rifle, to walk the minefields of My Lai, to crawl into the ghostly tunnels, and to
explore the ambiguities of manhood and morality in a war gone terribly wrong. Beautifully written and searingly
heartfelt, If I Die in a Combat Zone is a masterwork of its genre. Now with Extra Libris material, including a reader’s
guide and bonus content.
The Things They Carried Prestwick House, Incorporated 2002-01-01 Reproducible Unit includes: Introductory
materials, Objectives to be learned as a result of the study, Questions with and without answers, Questions for
discussion or essay, Unit test (objective and essay), Vocabulary, Terms and definitions.
Andersonville Diary, Escape, and List of the Dead John L. Ransom 1883
July, July Tim O'Brien 2002-10-01 A “perceptive, affectionate, and often very funny” novel about old college
friends at a thirty-year reunion, by the author of The Things They Carried (Boston Herald). From a National Book
Award winner who’s been called “the best American writer of his generation” (San Francisco Examiner), July, July
tells the story of ten old friends who attended Darton Hall College together back in 1969, and now reunite for a
summer weekend of dancing, drinking, flirting, reminiscing—and regretting. The three decades since graduation have
brought marriage and divorce, children and careers, hopes deferred and replaced. This witty, heart-rending novel
about men and women who came into adulthood at a moment when American ideals and innocence began to fade, a
New York Times Notable Book, is “deeply satisfying” (O, the Oprah Magazine) and “almost impossible to put
down” (Austin American-Statesman). “A symphony of American life.” —All Things Considered, NPR
The Naked and the Dead Norman Mailer 2013-10-15 Hailed as one of the finest novels to come out of the Second
World War, The Naked and the Dead received unprecedented critical acclaim upon its publication and has since

enjoyed a long and well-deserved tenure in the American canon. This fiftieth anniversary edition features a new
introduction created especially for the occasion by Norman Mailer. Written in gritty, journalistic detail, the story
follows a platoon of Marines who are stationed on the Japanese-held island of Anopopei. Composed in 1948 with the
wisdom of a man twice Mailer's age and the raw courage of the young man he was, The Naked and the Dead is
representative of the best in twentieth-century American writing.
In the Lake of the Woods Tim O'Brien 2006-09-01 This riveting novel of love and mystery from the author of The
Things They Carried examines the lasting impact of the twentieth century’s legacy of violence and warfare, both at
home and abroad. When long-hidden secrets about the atrocities he committed in Vietnam come to light, a candidate
for the U.S. Senate retreats with his wife to a lakeside cabin in northern Minnesota. Within days of their arrival, his wife
mysteriously vanishes into the watery wilderness.
Going After Cacciato Tim O'Brien 2009-02-18 A CLASSIC FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING
AUTHOR OF THE THINGS THEY CARRIED "To call Going After Cacciato a novel about war is like calling MobyDick a novel about whales." So wrote The New York Times of Tim O'Brien's now classic novel of Vietnam. Winner of
the 1979 National Book Award, Going After Cacciato captures the peculiar mixture of horror and hallucination that
marked this strangest of wars. In a blend of reality and fantasy, this novel tells the story of a young soldier who one day
lays down his rifle and sets off on a quixotic journey from the jungles of Indochina to the streets of Paris. In its
memorable evocation of men both fleeing from and meeting the demands of battle, Going After Cacciato stands as
much more than just a great war novel. Ultimately it's about the forces of fear and heroism that do battle in the hearts of
us all. Now with Extra Libris material, including a reader’s guide and bonus content
Boots on the Ground Elizabeth Partridge 2018-04-10 ★ "Partridge proves once again that nonfiction can be every
bit as dramatic as the best fiction."* America's war in Vietnam. In over a decade of bitter fighting, it claimed the lives of
more than 58,000 American soldiers and beleaguered four US presidents. More than forty years after America left
Vietnam in defeat in 1975, the war remains controversial and divisive both in the United States and abroad. The history
of this era is complex; the cultural impact extraordinary. But it's the personal stories of eight people—six American
soldiers, one American military nurse, and one Vietnamese refugee—that create the heartbeat of Boots on the Ground.
From dense jungles and terrifying firefights to chaotic helicopter rescues and harrowing escapes, each individual
experience reveals a different facet of the war and moves us forward in time. Alternating with these chapters are profiles
of key American leaders and events, reminding us of all that was happening at home during the war, including peace
protests, presidential scandals, and veterans' struggles to acclimate to life after Vietnam. With more than one hundred
photographs, award-winning author Elizabeth Partridge's unflinching book captures the intensity, frustration, and
lasting impacts of one of the most tumultuous periods of American history. *Kirkus Reviews, starred review of
Marching for Freedom
The Art of Choosing Sheena Iyengar 2010-04-01 Every day we make choices. Coke or Pepsi? Save or spend? Stay or
go? Whether mundane or life-altering, these choices define us and shape our lives. Sheena Iyengar asks the difficult
questions about how and why we choose: Is the desire for choice innate or bound by culture? Why do we sometimes
choose against our best interests? How much control do we really have over what we choose? Sheena Iyengar's awardwinning research reveals that the answers are surprising and profound. In our world of shifting political and cultural
forces, technological revolution, and interconnected commerce, our decisions have far-reaching consequences. Use
The Art of Choosing as your companion and guide for the many challenges ahead.
Medical and Dental Expenses 1990
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